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Work Left to Do 

By Pastor Neil Wehmas 

 On Sunday, June 12th, I announced to our congregation that I had received a call to be the pastor at St. 

John’s Lutheran Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  What was fresh news for those who heard on that day, was 

old news for me. 

 The congregation in Hattiesburg had initially contacted me May 20th and the call process included two 

interviews and a visit to Hattiesburg itself.  I chose to remain committed to the call process, trusting in God’s 

direction. 

 At current, there are a high number of vacancies in our Synod.  I have been the Associate Pastor here at 

Ida Grove for just over 5 years.  I have close to ten years experience, and am still under 40 years old.  Therefore, 

like many of my peers we have had our fair share of congregations contact us about potential calls. 

 Therefore, it only made sense that a call would come at some point.  So, I made that trek to St. John in 

Hattiesburg.  The congregation of St. John’s was so very friendly, welcoming, and hospitable.  There were 

wonderful mission opportunities.  In particular, there was an opportunity for campus ministry, something I’ve 

hoped to do since seminary. 

 However, in this last year I’ve come more to terms with the reality that God’s timing is not mine.  There 

honestly have been moments that I’ve looked and thought about the future “What if’s”.  Yet, when the moment 

came calling, why ever did I turn this call down? 

 There were three basic reasons for choosing to remain in Ida Grove. 

1) There is still plenty to do.  Pastor Salcido and myself are talking about a great program/series for the 

entire congregation called “The Tree of Life”.  Having done this year’s Vacation Bible School, I am looking 

forward to the 2023 VBS.  At the start of May we finally scheduled a regional youth event, would love to 

do that again.  Last year we took our first group of youth to Higher Things, I hope to bring future groups.  

This appears to be the year we will finally get to bring a group the Iowa District West Youth Gathering 

(first time since 2013).  There is so much opportunity and work to be done here at St. Paul Lutheran 

Church in Ida Grove. 

2) I am not ready to say goodbye to this church or this town or this school district.  After announcing that I 

had received the call to Hattiesburg, many people expressed a hope that I would return, some expressed 

the way that God has used me to impact their faith.  I have been incredibly blessed to develop a 

relationship/connection with the children and youth of our congregation.  We are preparing to travel to 

Houston with youth from St. Paul, Ida Grove, and St. John, Battle Creek, for the National Youth Gathering.  

It will be a joy to travel with them, especially with Keith Hausman after his accident.   

3) As I had been considering my answer to the call, so many of our members have expected me to accept it.  

In the history of our congregation, the trend has been that a new associate pastor arrives.  The 

congregation is appreciative and enriched by his ministry.  After three to five years he receives his first call 

and he leaves.  While each pastor has indeed good reasons for that decision, it appears to have 

conditioned our congregation to expect it.  This time, it was my pleasure to be able to choose St. Paul 

Lutheran Church and Ida Grove. 
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Will this be the last call to come through?  I don’t know.  Will there be a call down the road that I would find 

myself unable to say “No” to?  Again, I do not know.  As it has been said, “A great way to make God laugh is to tell 

Him your plans.”  So, I simply do not know Gods design or design.  However, I do know that for now my heart and 

mind is focused upon the service of our congregation and our communities.  I pray and look forward to where God 

directs us in his mission to this corner of his kingdom.  ~Pastor Neil 

 
CHURCH NEWS 

OFFICIAL ACTS Entered Eternal Glory: Verna Schumann, Rev. Donald Winterrowd 
 

RAGBRAI Housing We are receiving calls for people who are inquiring if we are willing to host Ragbrai 
participants. We have already committed the church to a large group and so we are asking if anyone is interested in 
hosting in your homes, letting them park an RV or tenting camping on your yard. If you are interested in any of 
those options please let the church office know ASAP and we can be in contact with you in regards to inquiries. 

 

Sunday Worship On Sunday, July 24th, our Worship service will be at 10:00 AM.  This is to enable our teamates in 
Hispanic ministry to join us from Denison and Storm Lake.  The service will be bi-lingual.  Rev. Pedro Lopez, Iowa 
District West, Executive Assistant - Missionary at Large, will be our guest preacher.  The volunteers helping to 
serve our taco supper will have lunch together and make final preparations to begin serving at 3:00 PM. 
 

USHERS NEEDED for our worship services, there are various ways helping as an usher are needed but we would 

like to start passing the plate again during the worship service and for that especially we need ushers. If you are 

interested, please indicate on the friendship register pad where you sign in – which service Saturday or Sunday you 

would be willing to help with or you can sign up on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
 
NEW ADDITIONS of the “A Simple Explanation . . . booklets are now available on the tract rack in 
the Narthex.  New titles include booklets on the Bible, of Prayer, of Confession the Fellowship of the 
Lord’s Supper. These titles and many more are available for you use as well a handy resourse to give 
to others who may have questions about these topics. 

 
 

 

 

FROM THE ELDERS Jeff Rasmussen, Jeff Gilbert, Brent Harm, Aaron Hoffman, Terry Lovett, Keith Krager 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Elders are here for you, and interested in your input or concerns. 
Jeff Rasmussen  371-2600 jeffr@godbersen.com  Jeff Gilbert 371-2608  jeff.b.gilbert@hotmail.com         
Aaron Hoffman  364-5166   aaronjen@netllc.net  Brent Harm 712-210-4135  harm1477@gmail.com    
Terry Lovett  300-6062    tmlovett@frontiernet.net  Keith Krager  712-830-9008  keith.krager@gmail.com 
 

FROM THE BOARD OF HUMAN CARE   David Petersen 

PARISH NURSE . The following information is from the National Safety Council at www.nsc.org.  
Summer is synonymous with barbecues, parades and fireworks. The National Safety 

Council advises everyone to enjoy fireworks at public displays conducted by professionals, and not 
to use any fireworks at home. They may be legal, but they are not safe. 

In 2017, eight people died and over 12,000 were injured badly enough to require medical 
treatment after fireworks-related incidents. Of these, 50% of the injuries were to children and young 
adults under age 20. Over two-thirds (67%) of injuries took place from June 16 to July 16. And 

while many of these incidents were due to amateurs attempting to use professional-grade, homemade or other 
illegal fireworks or explosives, an estimated 1,200 injuries were from less powerful devices like small firecrackers 
and sparklers. Additionally, fireworks start an average of 18,500 fires each year, including 1,300 structure fires, 300 
vehicle fires and nearly 17,000 other fires. 

Fireworks Safety Tips: If You Choose to Use Legal Fireworks 
If consumer fireworks are legal to buy where you live and you choose to use them, be sure to follow the 

following safety tips:1) Never allow young children to handle fireworks, 2)Older children should use them only under 
close adult supervision. 3)Never use fireworks while impaired by drugs or alcohol, 4)Anyone using fireworks or 
standing nearby should wear protective eyewear. 5) Never hold lighted fireworks in your hands. 6) Never light them 
indoors. 7) Only use them away from people, houses and flammable material. 8) Never point or throw fireworks at 
another person. 9) Only light one device at a time and maintain a safe distance after lighting. 10) Never ignite 
devices in a container. 11) Do not try to re-light or handle malfunctioning fireworks. 12) Soak both spent and unused 
fireworks in water for a few hours before discarding. 13) Keep a bucket of water nearby to fully extinguish fireworks 
that don't go off or in case of fire. 14) Never use illegal fireworks. 

Better yet, grab a blanket and a patch of lawn, kick back and let the experts handle the fireworks show. 
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Sparklers Are Dangerous Every year, young children can be found along parade routes and at festivals 
with sparklers in hand, but sparklers are a lot more dangerous than most people think. Sparklers burn at about 
2,000 degrees – hot enough to melt some metals. Sparklers can quickly ignite clothing, and children have received 
severe burns from dropping sparklers on their feet. According to the National Fire Protection Association, sparklers 
alone account for more than 25% of emergency room visits for fireworks injuries. For children under 5 years of age, 
sparklers accounted for nearly half of the total estimated injuries. 

Consider using safer alternatives, such as glow sticks, confetti poppers or colored streamers. 
Suzanne Salcido RN FCN 
 

LIFE QUOTE    “‘Therefore choose life,’ God said, ‘that you and your offspring may live.’ The way to choose life is 
to trust. Don’t panic. Did you think human life was going to be humanly possible? It’s not. It was 
never meant to be. Guiding a human being through the journey of life is possible only for God. 
That’s why the only way to choose life is to trust, to trust God. God gives no one a possible life. 
The call of God is to an impossible life. Otherwise, why trust? And life was created for 

trust.” Rev. Gary Blobaum, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Oregon, Illinois – A Life Quote from Lutherans 
For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 

COMMUNITY BASKET  Donations for July are condiments: ketchup,mustard, pickles, mayo, salt/pepper, 
puddings/jello. Place your donation in the shopping cart in the Narthex.  All items are appreciated as well, as they 
can always use donations. The Community Basket is open on Thursdays (except 3rd Thusday), from 2:30-5:30PM. 
The Mobile Pantry will be at Ida Grove – United Methodist church, July 21st, from 4:30-5:30PM. 
 

 

FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP & MISSIONS      Brad Zobel & Deb Clausen 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER God surrounds us with people.  Some are easy to love and care for, while others are 

difficult to be around.  Jesus said, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you” 
(John 15:12).  Jesus tells us that we cannot pick and choose whom we want to befriend and 
love.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, we share God’s love with any and all whom God puts in 
our path.  Our awareness that God loves us will compel us to go out and love others. 
 
Because we live in a country with a government that allows us to say, “one 

nation under god, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all,” we can worship and serve jesus freely. 
“I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness” (1 Timothy 2:1-2). 
 
SHARA & MICHAEL OSIRO IN KENYA  HIS MERCY ENDURES FOREVER... 
"We love because He first loved us." (1 John 4:19)  

These are very simple words, but they show the depth of love the Father has for us. 
God is love and mercy. He sent His son to die for us and the forgiveness of our sins. 
"The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they 
are new each morning." (Lamentations 3:22-23) 
Love comes from God, and because of His great love for us, we can love one another. 
We serve when the opportunity arises and when there is a need. In times of disaster 
and tragedy, we reach out to our neighbors with loving arms wide, showing 
compassion and mercy. While we can't do everything, we can do something. During 

this time of war, in this day and age, it has been beautiful to see the outpouring of mercy and love shown by so 
many to the people of Ukraine. From significant acts of mercy to simple gestures of love, it is a powerful reminder of 
God's deep and eternal love for us. Together In Christ...Shara & Michael 
 
MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS Mission Central – LCMS World Mission 

40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, Iowa 51034   PH: 712-882-1029 
Gary.Thies@lcms.org  
Be sure to check the bulletin board in the hallway by upstairs Conference Room for information on 
Missionaries visiting Mission Central this month. 
 

 

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES   Clint Wellendorf, John Brinkman,Dennis Clausen, 
Dale Edsen 

Project Updates:  Repairing Education building heating and air-conditioning. 
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FROM THE BOARD OF EVANGELISM / ASSIMILATION    Kathy Edsen & Kristy Gilbert 
COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP ON SUNDAY MORNINGS We will have Coffee & Fellowship on Sunday, July 3rd and 
July 10th and will then take a break due to Ragbrai preparations and start back up on August 7th. 
 

MAIN STREET LIVING IS A LUTHERAN TELEVISION PROGRAM that is endorsed by the Iowa West District of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The program receives no funding from the District, but is 
totally funded by viewers and congregations of the KCAU Viewing area.  The program is 
broadcast on KCAU, the ABC network affiliate in Sioux City on Sunday morning, starting at 
10:00 AM. The first 30 minutes are remastered episodes of the popular “This is the Life” series 
that was very popular in the 70’s and 80’s. The second half of the program is a modified 
Lutheran worship service that features a different Pastor each week, from the station’s broadcast 

area. 
 

FROM THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION     Tracy Johnson & Robyn Devitt 

WEDNESDAY EARLY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets at 7:00AM at Zimmy’s  
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets from 9:30-10:30AM on Wed mornings in the 
Conference Room in the lower level. Isaiah – Herald Of The Messiah  
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS join us in the lower level Conference Room 10:30-
11:15AM.  A New study has begun on  Christians in a Woke World:: A Call to Courage, 
Confession and Love Many people have noticed our society has changed.  Being a victim 
seems to be in vogue. People were being "cancelled."  Words like woke, social justice, 

systemic racism, privilege, and critical race theory have become part of mainstream society.  While many pundits 
and politicians have now begun to voice their concerns about this new ideology of "wokeness" and it's impact on 
society, as Christians, we are also deeply concerned about the impact this ideology has on a person's relationship 
with Christ. 
"THE TRUTH" BIBLE CLASS FOR 8TH-12TH GRADES is on break for the summer 
THEOLOGY AT SUBWAY  is on break for the summer  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL -THANK YOU to all who volunteered to help with VBS this year and to all who 
brought snacks and juice and also donated water. You are very much appreciated!  
 

FROM THE BOARD OF YOUTH AND FAMILY LIFE     Jen Hoffman and Synda Jepsen 
LYF DISPLAY OF ENVELOPES IN THE NARTHEX is a fundraising opportunity for our LYF group – the 
envelopes have numbers wrote on the outside of the envelope and that is the amount of cash or check that you 
would put inside the envelope and then place envelope in one of the offering boxes.  This is a fun and easy way for 
you to participate. SO DON’T FORGET TO GRAB AN ENVELOPE AND HELP THE LYF! 

 
Lutheran Youth Fellowship 

July 2022 
National Youth Gathering 

From Friday, July 8th, through Thursday, July 14th, Ethan Frank, Hildie Harm, Keith Hausman, Anna Hoffman, Ella 

Hoffman, Sierra Jepsen, Zachary Thayer, and Hailey Wilcox will be traveling with 5 youth from St. John Lutheran 

Church, Battle Creek, to Houston, Texas, for the National Youth Gathering.  Also, Karen Petersen will be traveling 

as an Adult Volunteer, and Amy Bennett and Sarah Petersen will be traveling as Young Adult Volunteers. 

End-of-Summer Lock-In 2022 

When:  Tentatively Scheduled for August 5th-6th from 8:00a-8:00p 

Where:  St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ida Grove 

Who:  Entering 6th-9th Grade 

Need parents/adults to chaperone for at least two hours at a time 

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, August 28th:  End of Summer/Start of School Youth Event 

Sunday, September 11th:  High School Bible Class starts 

Sunday, September 18th:  Midway (6th-8th Grade) 

Sunday, September 25th:  The HighWay (9th-12th Grade) 

October 22-23, 2022:  “Called + Gathered + Enlightened” Junior Youth Gathering 

November 18-20, 2022:  “Say What?” IDW Senior Youth Gathering 
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LWML LADIES BIBLE STUDY FOR JULY  

RUTH (2) will meet on July 7 lunch at Beef & Brew, Mapleton, car pool at church parking lot at 11:00AM. 
Bible study at the Mapleton park.  Ellen Schable will be BSL. We had 7 members present for our June 
meeting.  
LOIS (3) will meet on July 7 in the Conference Room at 1:30PM. Janice will be hostess and Judy W. will 
be BSL. We had 7 members and 1 visitor for our June meeting.  
EUNICE (10) will meet on July 7 at the Bread Box in Battle Creek at 2:30PM. Karen will be hostess and 
Karen will be BSL.  We had 6 present at our June meeting. 
JOHANNA(12) will meet on July 7 at 6:30PM, in the home of Cecile Bargar, 500 Riverview Lane, Marge 
will be BSL leader. We had 6 present for our June meeting. 
 



 



 
In Luke 15 Jesus tells three parables. Which of the following is not one of them? 

A. The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

B. The Parable of the Lost Son 

C. The Parable of the Lost Pearl 

D. The Parable of the Lost Coin 

 

Answer: C (See Luke 15:1-32.) 
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JULY 2022 
 

 

 
 

 

  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Acolyte schedule listed on the calendar    

 

 

 

 

  

 

1 2 

Acolyte: Kendra 

Worship Service 

w/Communion 

6:00PM 

 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost                 3                    

Acolyte: Matthew 

9:00AM Worship w/Communion 
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee  

  10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study 

4 

Church office 

closed 

5 

   

Elders 7:00PM 
 

6 
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys 
9:30AM Bible Study 

7 

 

8 

National Youth 

Gathering  
July 8-14 

9 

Acolyte: Jenna 

Worship Service  
6:00PM 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost                  10 

Acolyte: Evan 

9:00AM Worship  
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee  

  10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study 

11 
 

 

12 

 

Church Council  

7:00PM 
 

13 
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys 
9:30AM Bible Study 

 

14 

Golden Horizons 

2:30PM 

 
 

15 

 

16 

Acolyte: Kylie P 

Worship Service 

w/Communion 
6:00PM 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost                  17  

  Acolyte: Kasey 

9:00AM Worship w/Communion 
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee  

  10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study 

18 

10:30AM  MCC  
 

4:00PM LWML 

Bible Study 

19 

 

 
 

 

 

20 
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys 
9:30AM Bible Study 
 

 

21 

 

Willowdale 

2:00PM 
 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 

Acolyte:  Xander 

Worship Service 

6:00PM 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost             24 

Acolyte:  

10:00 AM Bi-lingual Worship with 

Pastor Lopez 

3PM serving Ragbrai meal 
--------------------------------------------------- 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost               31  

Acolyte: Journey                                

9:00AM Worship  
10:15 Fellowship & Coffee  

  10:30-11:15AM Adult Bible Study 

25 

 

26 

 

27 
7:00AM Bible Study@Zimmys 
9:30AM Bible Study 
2:00PM  MCC 

 

28 29 30 

Acolyte:  Chase 
Worship Service 

6:00PM 


